S-Chairs
Abraham Tesser
Wood: Curly Walnut, book matched Italian Sycamore veneer

Other materials: Bending Plywood

Finish: Danish Oil

Dimensions: (Depth x Width x Height): 23.5" x 20" x 48" per chair; the pedestal is 6’ in diameter.
2006
Sometimes more of the same is boring.  Often, however, juxtaposing similar elements produces a totality that is particularly pleasing to the eye and unexpectedly different from a mere collection of elements.  So, I think it is for the S-chair. 
A single S-chair, I hope, has a pleasing shape and color combination.  The dark walnut in combination with the almost white Italian sycamore provides a nice contrast but it is the shape that first calls attention to the chair.  The flowing shape is visually interesting but the curve in the back sometimes appears exaggerated and raises questions about the chair’s comfort.  Happily, nine times out of ten these questions are resolved into smiles after the viewer is encouraged to be a sitter.  The chair was designed with sitting comfort in mind and most people say that the chair is very comfortable; the lumbar support finds just the right spot.

How does one build a chair with such flowing curved lines?  It is not cut out of a solid piece of wood.  Indeed, none of the curved elements of the back are even made from solid wood.  In order to curve the back legs solid wood is cut into very thin slices called laminates.  The thin laminates bend readily without breaking.  The back legs are made by gluing a stack of such laminates together on a form.  When the glue dries and the stack is removed from the form it holds the shape of the form and again looks like a solid piece of wood.  The back is similarly made by gluing together, on a form, thin sheets of flexible plywood covered in the pretty Italian sycamore veneer.  The seat is, of course, shaped from solid walnut as are the front legs.
Now, back to more is, sometimes, more.  After completing the prototype, I built a set of S- chairs.  Storing the completed chairs in my shop led to a serendipitous revelation.  If the chairs are put in a back-to-back position something magical happens:  Taken together the chairs no longer look like individual chairs, rather, the collection looks like a unified sculpture.  The juxtaposition of the chair backs emphasizes the curves in the backs.  Perhaps even more interesting, each pair of curved backs defines between them, a beautiful negative space.  And, this negative space becomes an important point of focal interest. I love it!
I apologize for the immodest, self serving outburst of personal evaluation.  I know that it is bad form.  I have only two lines of defense:  It is honest and, at least some others share the sentiment
.  
� A single S-chair has been in several juried shows.  It won the award for best 3-d object in the Southworks 2009 Art Exhibition, 14th Annual Juried Show, Oconee Cultural Arts Foundation (OCAF),Watkinsville GA.  April 3 – May 9, 2009.


The set of 3 chairs, “S3 in a Circle”, has been exhibited only once.  It was a juried exhibit and received an honorable mention award for the show (32cd Juried Exhibition at the Lyndon House Arts Center, Athens GA (Feb.18-May 12, 2007).  





